	Term
	
	Definition 
	
	Example

	Idiom
	
	A phrase that doesn’t literally mean what it expresses

	
	It’s raining cats and dogs outside.

	Metaphor
	
	A comparison that does not use like or as


	
	The beach was an oven.

	Simile
	
	A comparison using like or as and sometimes than
	
	"Big trees fell like toothpicks when Paul Bunyan swung his axe." – from Paul Bunyan



	Personification
	
	Giving human like characteristics to non-human objects


	
	“Words climb up my throat.” – from Speak

	Hyperbole
	
	An extreme exaggeration

	
	I was so hungry, I could eat a horse.


	Alliteration

	
	Repetition of initial consonant sounds in a set of closely connected words
	
	Now Beowulf bode in the burg of the Scyldings, Leader beloved, and long he ruled In fame with all folk since his father had gone …” from Beowulf


	Exact End rhyme
	
	Words at the end of the line that rhyme exactly
	
	Roses are red
Violets are blue
Sugar is sweet
And so are you.



	Internal rhyme
	
	Rhyme that occurs in the middle of a single line


	
	

	“Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore,
         While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping…” 

from Edgar Allan Poe’s The Raven


	Slant rhyme
	
	Sometimes called a near rhyme, maybe through pronunciation it sounds close or maybe it looks close
	
	  “Hope is the thing with
             feathers

That perches in the soul,

And sings the tune without the words,

And never stops at all.” – Emily Dickinson


	Repetition


	
	Words or phrases are repeated for emphasis
	
	“And miles to go before I sleep.

And miles to go before I sleep.”

From Robert Frost’s “Road Not Taken”


	Free verse
	
	When a poem doesn’t use rhyme
	
	“I have eaten the plums that were in the icebox and which you were probably saving for breakfast…”

-From William Carlos Williams 
“This is Just to Say”


	Ballad

	
	A poem that tells  a story

	
	“The Devil Went Down to Georgia”


	Epic
	
	a long, narrative poetic work in which a hero undertakes various tasks of an unusually impressive

nature

	
	“The Odyssey”

“Beowulf”



	Lyric
	
	A poem that express personal feelings on a certain topic

	
	

	       Sonnet
	
	A fourteen line poem meaning "little song" or
 "little sound".

	
	



