DIRECTIONS – Analyze this poem using TPCASTT.
T – Title – Look at the title of the poem.  What could this poem be about?  Make a prediction and write your answer next to the title.

Read the poem!  This is a hidden step in TPCASTT. 

A Dream Within a Dream
Take this kiss upon the brow!
And, in parting from you now,
Thus much let me avow-
You are not wrong, who deem
That my days have been a dream;
Yet if hope has flown away
In a night, or in a day,
In a vision, or in none,
Is it therefore the less gone?
All that we see or seem
Is but a dream within a dream.

I stand amid the roar
Of a surf-tormented shore,
And I hold within my hand
Grains of the golden sand-
How few! yet how they creep
Through my fingers to the deep,
While I weep- while I weep!
O God! can I not grasp
Them with a tighter clasp?
O God! can I not save
One from the pitiless wave?
Is all that we see or seem
But a dream within a dream?

Edgar Allan Poe
P – Paraphrase – Read the poem again, this time putting the poem into your own words.  Write your paraphrasing next to each line of the poem.

C – Connotation – Read through the poem a third time.  During this read, you are to (1) circle all of the words with strong connotation (feelings/associations) and (2) identify and analyze the use of figurative language.

A – Attitude – In this step, use the words that you circled for connotation and the figurative language to analyze the poetry for the poet’s tone and the intended mood of the author.
S – Shift – Identify and analyze the changes that occur within this poem.  Some shifts/changes to look for include (1) tone (2) key words (but, yet, however, although, etc.), (3) punctuation (periods, dashes, colons, ellipses, etc.), (4) setting, (5) speaker, (6) stanza divisions, (7) line length, (8) tense, and (9) subject.  Why do these changes occur?  Mark the changes in the poem and explain why they have occurred.

T – Title – Re-analyze the title.  Is there a deeper meaning to this piece?  Does the title help you understand the thoughts of the poet?

T – Theme – What is the theme of this poem?  What does this poem say about life?
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